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Long-term Vision

he long-te sio 0-15 years) is to restore Downtown DeKalb
as the centerpiece of the community. ReNew DeKalb has identified two key
objectives that must be met in order to accomplish this vision.

The first is to improve the image of Downtown. Downtown is the backdrop for
thousands of impressions that are generated each day and absorbed by a diverse
range of shoppers, commuters, students, employees, merchants, property owners
and other visitors. It is vitally important to make Downtown a more attractive,
convenient and user friendly place to live, work, play, shop and learn.

The second key objective is to provide a variety of Downtown destinations to serve
the community and to attract visitors. This will be accomplished by building on
core existing strengths such as Downtown’s historic main street character.

It is important to understand that despite the extraordinary opportunities

the City has to create an exciting and dynamic Downtown, everything cannot
and should not happen all at once. However, with patience, perseverance and
programs that emphasize continuous, incremental improvement, the long-term
vision of the Downtown DeKalb Revitalization Plan can indeed be fully realized.

We welcome your feedback. Please contact ReNew DeKalb at 815-748-7788 or
City of DeKalb Economic Development Department at 815-748-2361 or 2365 with
any questions or comments you might have. Or, visit www.renewdekalb.com or
www.cityofdekalb.com for more information.

Green Corners
Street corners provide
opportunities to create small
but highly-visible public
gathering places with seating,
premium landscaping and
public art. Street corners also

Create a New DeKalb Square

Ke
Y {reating a new civic landmarkin
Proposed Residential the heart of Downtown will
110 Rehab/Retenant Existing provide visitors with an

Expand Parking Options
Expanding on- and off-street
parking at the most user-friend-
ly locations ingreases the quanti-
ty and convenience of Downtown
parking options.

attractive, much needed public
gathering place and a home fora
variety of year-round events,
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New Retail

New shops and restaurants
built to the sidewalk line {simi-

lar to DeKalb's historic retail

<ore) with parking in the back
or to the sides of buildings are-
ates a more unified appearance
and pedestrian-friendly
environment.

Create Riverfront Pathway
New riverfront multi-modal
pathway connects to existing
trail systems north and south
of Downtown.

Extend Downtown to River
Redeveloping the corridor along

Lincoln west of Downtown
strengthens pedestrian connec-
tions to NIU, creates new riverfront
access, provides new, high-quality
retail space that meets contempo-
rary merchandising need of retail-

Improve Access and Circulation
Reopening Oak Street to two-
way traffic makes public park-
ing lots and other Downtown

destinations easier toreach and
improves overall circulation.

provide attractive locations for
restaurants that feature
outdoor dining.

Street Enhancements
Premium street and

streetscape enhancements to
Lincoln and other streets

Revitalize and Recruit
Restoration and/or adaptive
reuse of buildings provides
distinctive locations for new
businesses attracted to
locations that have a “Main
Street” character.

Mixed Use Infill

Promote mixed use infill redevelopment
thatindudes destination-oriented retail
and high quality offices/residential on

higher floors.

Relocate City Offices
The Task Force is reviewing
alternative new locations for

City Hall. High-quality residential

that complements adjacent

residential neighborhood replaces

existing institutional uses.

Add High-Quality Residential
Ingreasing the variety,
quantity and quality of Down-
town residential expands
the range of DeKalb lifestyle
<hoices and increases the
number of residents
living within easy walking
distance of downtown shops
and restaurants.
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View east along Locust Street towards the
intersection of 1st Street.

View west along Lincoln Highway towards
the intersection of 4th Street.

will make Downtown more
attractive, hospitahle
to visitors and add much
needed greenery.
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View east along Lincoln Highway towards
the intersection of 6th Street.






